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To get started with WestLaw

There are many ways to start your research with cases, you may do a citation search. 

Most cases have a unique identifying citation consisting of volume number, the 

abbreviated name of the print reporter and the page number on which the case is 

found.

For example, to retrieve the case Bush v. Gore, 121 S. Ct. 525  (2000), type                                                                                

121sct525  in the text box and click GO.



To get started with WestLaw

You can also click on ñContent listò to access a specific topic such 

as :

ÅCases

ÅBriefs

ÅStatutory, Regulations and Legislative Materials,

ÅNational Journals and Law Reviews

ÅLegal Encyclopedias and Dictionaries 



To get started with WestLaw

To retrieve a case by title, simply type in the names of the parties 

listed in the title.

For example, to retrieve the case Bush v. Gore, type in Bush in the 

first text box and Gore in the second text box and click GO



To get started with WestLaw

If you are not starting with a known case, you may use 

KeySearch.

KeySearch is an alternative tool to find cases and 

secondary sources within a specific area of the law 

through an organized list of legal topics.



A KeySearch scenario:

After several years of employment, Sue was fired from her company on the 

basis of unsatisfactory performance.

Sue maintains that that she was fired not because of her poor performance 

but because she began cohabiting with her boyfriend; an arrangement that 

upset the owner of her company.

Can Sue claim discrimination based on her status as an unmarried 

person?
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Employment Law seems relevant 

to Sueôs dilemma.  Click the 

Employment Law folder now.

A closed 

folder 

indicates 

there are 

more 

subtopics.


